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Edvcation Reparfer
He left the top-rated
Upper Fast Side  public
school le loved 1o start the
charter schoal of  his

dreams in East Harlem
Principal Josh Klaris is
aone of 1B charter-schoaol
founders  opening  their
doors to city students for
the first time this vear, the
city announced yesterday,

bringing its total number of

charter schools (o 78,

The city’s charter schools
will serve 24000 students
thiz fall — less than 3 per-
cent of the citywide total,
but nearly ecight times as
many as attended charters
when  Mayor  Bloomberg
took over the school system
im 2002

Last wear, Klaris  left
s 1423, where he served as
principal for five vears, to
co=found the DREAM Char-
ter Schosl.

Elaris said it was the au-
tonomy of the charters that
led him to open shop in the
fourth worst-performing
district in the ¢ity,

“We were able to use the
creativity  inherent within
the charter-schonl  strue
ture w creaie the Kind of
program we wanted,” said
Klaris, 40, of his collabors-
ticn with the community
prganization Harlem RBL

That freedom allowead the
school to hire two teachers
for every classroom,  eme-
phasize health and lengthen
its school year,

Other new charters will

= OPENING BELLS
— AT 18 CHARTERS

put an emphasis on music
and simEminge {the VOICE
Charter School in Long Is-
land City} and on serving
kids in the child-welfare
system {the Maott Haven
Academy in The Bronx),

Also opening are schools
that du []i-_':Llr.' propgrams at
other charters, such as for-
mer  City  Councilwoman
Eva Moskowitz's three-
achonl |*JI-.J:.=;'|||'\,'1|.'-:|= ol I]14_'
Harlem Success Academy.

“One of the reasons that
the public schools in this
ciry hawve potten better is
hecause the charter schools
exist and give parents an al-
terpative amd et parents
sed (hat you can do some-
thing better,”  Bloosmberg
said at the new Bronx Com-
munity Charter School in
Fardham.



